County Councillor’s Monthly report for February 2012
Update of your highway wish list: contact stephen.gee@hants.gov.uk
First created in Feb 2010, I am advising Parish Councils to update these regularly to ensure maximum revenue is extracted for Highway contributions from Developers.  Contact Stephen Gee as above , copy to me please.
Broadband

Hopefully, faster speeds are on their way now that HCC has secured £5m to upgrade broadband speeds. The timetable for this work isn’t fast, but I want this programme to reach all household in the Itchen Valley Division, earlier rather than later. The broadband project will be phased, estimated to start in January 2013 with a three year implementation programme due to be completed by the end of 2015. Your community can act on this too: please inform everyone in your community that you can, encouraging them to sign up on www.hants.gov.uk/broadband-signup   to explain what your broadband speeds are, and why you need it to be faster. More information on link: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hantswebnewslist.htm?id=514735&pagetitle=Faster%20broadband%20gets%20the%20green%20light%20in%20Hampshire
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

Do you need road closures, a small grant or royal paraphernalia? Contact me if you can’t find what you need. 
County Council budget for 2012-13- to be debated on 23rd February 2012.
HCC has been given an extra sum of £13.2m for 2012-13 by Govt. so that your Council Tax increase will be 0%. This means that the total amount of support for 12-13 is approx. £25m because there was also a sum last year which rolls on year after year. Total budget in 2012-13 going to be in the region of £698million (*excluding schools), of this £164 million comes from general Government grant. *Excluding schools, and services funded by specific Government grants and fees and charges, the Government provides 23% of funding towards all of Hampshire County Council's other services. This leaves council tax payers to pay for 77% for demand led services such as social care.
1. Adult Social services spends as much on 18-65 year olds as it does on over 65 year olds. Improved life expectancy of chronically ill and disabled patients, means that costs often continue into old age. Income from social care is a significant part of the net budget. ‘Supporting people’ budget (for those who need help to live independently) has been reduced by £750K: this will affect mentally ill clients, clients with learning difficulties and those who receive warden services.
2. Children’s Social Care: there are still approximately  1100 children in care, & 6000 more are on ‘open cases.’ Education, once a simple line on the balance sheet is more complicated now that Academies receive money direct, and then pay some to HCC for service level agreements. Approx 1/3 of secondary schools are now academies- but very few primary schools.

3. Countryside, Culture & Communities has been merged with Property ,Regulatory & Business to cut admin costs

School Places: There is still time for your Parish to make appeals on behalf of young people in your Parish for better school transport so they can attend after school activities and enough school places, http://consultations.hants.gov.uk/consultationdetails.aspx?consultationid=1127
Review of Library Hours : The consultation of the proposed changes to Library hours brought in a huge number of responses in Alresford, and as a result, the plans were changed: the library will open at 10am on four mornings, and stay open until 7pm on Fridays.
Don’t forget the CAB can help with benefits advice, debt and other queries. They can be contacted by calling 848000, or arranging a 30 minute appointment at the CAB in Alresford  from 1-3pm on Mondays (also on  848000)
