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What’s On at the Reading Rooms? 
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Saturdays 
9.30-10.15am 

 
For 3-6 year olds 

 
Contact Joanna Vowles 

02380 696255  
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Magazine Distribution 
 
The Parish Magazine will continue to be     
distributed 12 times a year to subscribers for 
an annual cost of £5. However, it will also be 
delivered free 4 times a year to every home in 
Curdridge and Curbridge, as explained on 
page 12. The cost of these additional copies 
will be shared by the Parish Council and the 
Church.  
 
Cover Picture 
 
Snow last January by Roger Ball 
 
Pictures and articles always welcome.  
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CHAIRMAN                                                                                                                   
Neil Evans 
 
 

Glen View  
Chapel Lane 
Curdridge  S032 2BB 

T: 01489 782156 
E: neil.evans@viking-garages.ltd.uk  
 

VICE CHAIRMAN                                                                                                         
Kevan Bundell                                                           
          
 

Tanglewood 
Outlands Lane 
Curdridge, S030 2HD 
 

T: 01489 784681 
E: kbundell@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Lynne Newton    
Acacia Cottage, Botley Road 
Curdridge  S032 2DU   
T: 01489 781438    
E: lynne@acacia-active.co.uk 

Rory C Kemp 
Thatchers Wood, Kitnocks Hill 
Curdridge  SO32 2HJ 
T: 01489 782098 
E: rory.kemp@btinternet.com 

Christine Weaver 
Harfields Bungalow, Botley Road 
Curdridge  SO32 2DU 
T: 01489 784182 
E: christine@pawskennels.co.uk 

Joanne Furby 
Curdridge Grange, Curdridge Lane 
Curdridge, SO32 2BH 
T: 01489 782454 
E:  joanne@furby.me.uk 

     

Stuart Hill 
Ridgebury House, Curdridge Lane 
Curdridge, SO32 2BJ 
T: 01489 797302 
E: stuart@ukhillsweb.com 

Parish Council Meetings are held 

on the 3rd Thursday  

of each month at 7pm 

in the Reading Rooms 

 

Whatever your question about  

public services in Hampshire,  

contact free helpline 

0800 028 0888 
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Beat Surgery 
 

Your opportunity to meet 
our local officers and voice 

your fears and concerns 
 

Curdridge Primary School 
1st December 
2pm—4pm 

 
Please phone for 
further details 
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 B O T L E Y   M A R K E T   H A L L 

SEASONAL SINGALONG WITH VOXPOP  
Saturday 11 th December 2. - 4.30PM 
 
A joyous celebration of the human voice, singers from Hampshire and 
IOW present a programme of popular songs and festive refrains, in an 
uplifting and special event.  The 60 strong choir were so popular at the 
Eden Project this year, they have been invited back for a gala concert!! (Proceeds to the Market 
Hall refurbishment fund). 
Tickets and details from Glenda on 01489 788370.   
 
You can book the Hall for your party, event or group by ringing 07733 553408.  

Are you looking for a new challenge? Meon Bridge Club is provid-
ing a unique chance for you to learn this fascinating card game in 
a friendly, domestic environment in Curdridge and at a cost suffi-
cient only to cover overheads. 
Spread over fifteen sessions on Monday afternoons, this course 

will suit absolute beginners and anyone who has ever  dabbled with the game and wishes to im-
prove their knowledge and ability. After time it is hoped that  participants will wish to play at Meon 
Bridge Club  which meets each Wednesday afternoon at Warnford Village Hall and offers  duplicate 
bridge competitions under the auspices of the English Bridge Union. 
The course will commence on Monday 17th January 2011 in Curdridge and each session will begin 
at 2pm.  lasting for about two hours with a break for refreshments.  
If you are interested, please contact Tim Howard on 01489 782046 or e mail: tghow-
ard@btopenworld.com  

IS BRIDGE A GAME 
FOR YOU+�

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS 
 

As the festive season comes upon us, we’d like to say a big thank 
you to the whole community who so generously support us by attend-

ing the entertainments provided throughout the year, joining in with 
the clubs and organisations which meet here, and holding their par-

ties and celebrations in the hall. 
Please keep up the good work! 
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Dear Friends 
 
How can it possibly be time for Christmas al-
ready?  It seems only yesterday that we were 
planning our summer holidays and now we 
are looking forward to Christmas. Or are we?  
 
How often, when you mention Christmas to 
people, do they just groan and moan about 
how much there is to do - shopping for pre-
sents, putting up decorations, preparing food, 
and so on? Christmas has become a chore 
because we put so much pressure on our-
selves, and in the process we have lost the 
anticipation and wonder of waiting for the arri-
val of the Christ child.  
 
I wonder what Jesus thought as he waited for 
that first Christmas preparing to move from 
��������	��
������
����������
��
���������
from the power of creation to become a little 
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�
God to a world surrounded by poverty and 
need. Jesus, obedient to his heavenly Father,  

 
 
came into our world to restore His creation 
into its rightful place with God.  
 
As I announced on November 14th, I too have 
heard the call of God to go into a new part of 
the world, a place very different to here. They 
do speak the same language (but with a very 
different accent). They worship the same God 
but from a place of much greater poverty and 
need than here. I believe that God is calling 
me (and Sandra) to go and work for a time in 
Hull.  
 
We have loved our time here and have made 
many friends and God has touched many 
lives through our ministry. But this Christmas 
look into your lives, Is God reaching out to 
you? Ask yourself, what is God calling me to 
do with my life?. Not what am I going to get, 
but what can I give back to him this Christ-
mas? 
 

Remember the words of the 
final verse of "In the Bleak 
Mid-winter":  
 
"What can I give him, poor 
as I am? If I were a shep-
herd I could bring a lamb If I 
were a wise man, I would do 
���������	
�������
�����
�
give him, Give my heart"  
 
May you be richly blessed 
with God’s love this     
Christmas. 
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Dec 5th 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11 : 1 -10 
Matthew 3: 1 -12 

Dec 12th 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35 : 1 - 10 
Matthew 11: 2 - 11 

Dec 19th 
4th Sunday of Advent 

                     Isaiah 7: 10 -16 
Matthew 1: 18 - end 

Christmas Eve 
Christmas Day 

To be chosen by the President 

Dec 26th 
1st Sunday of Christmas 

Hebrews 2: 10 - end 
Matthew 2: 13 - end 

���
���	��	����
���
���	��	����
���
���	��	����
���
���	��	����
 ���� ���� ���� ����

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

��



��


�##�'����	�������3�(������
������=��
�#�����

()����+> �
�����,-./0�/01231�

���� '�9�&����6�����	� ��� ��%�� �����
������� ��� ���� ������������ � ,��� �����
������������ ������� �������� 3�?�����
:�������������������������

����4������
��� �
&�����  

,-����6�
���	�

���������� 
"������!���

����������� 
"������!���

���-��������� 
"������!���

���,������ 
"������!���

Curdridge Care Group 
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Sophia Handley-Quint 
Jonathan Hancock  
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Bank House, Bank Street,   

Bishop’s Waltham  SO32 1GP 
 
 

Please call the Hampshire  
Registration Service on  

01489 894044  
to make an appointment.  

 
 

www.hants.gov.uk/registration 
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Wednesday 1st 8am Holy Communion Botley 

Thursday 2nd 10am Holy Communion Curdridge 

Sunday 5th 8am Holy Communion CW Botley 

2nd Sunday of Advent 9.30am Family Service Botley 

 10am Family Communion Curdridge 

 10am Family Communion Durley 

 6.30pm Choral Evensong Botley 

Tuesday 7th 10am Holy Communion Pudbrook House 

Wednesday 8th 8am Holy Communion Botley 

Thursday 9th 10am Holy Communion Curdridge 

Sunday 12th 8am Holy Communion BCP Botley 

3rd Sunday of Advent 9.30am Family Communion Botley 

 10am Christingle Curdridge 

 10am Christingle Durley School 

 3pm Carol Service Manor Farm 

 4pm Christingle Botley 

Wednesday 15th 8am Holy Communion Botley 

 3pm Holy Communion Thresher Room 

 6pm Carols  Memorial Hall Durley 

Thursday 16th 10am Holy Communion Curdridge 

Sunday 19th 8am Holy Communion CW Botley 

4th Sunday of Advent 9.30am Family Communion Botley 

 2.30pm Baptism Curdridge 

 3pm Carols in the Square Botley 

 3.30pm Carol Service Durley 

 6.30pm Carol Service Curdridge 

Wednesday 22nd 8am Holy Communion Botley 

 6.30pm Beer and Carols The Bugle Botley 

Thursday 23rd 10am Holy Communion Curdridge 

Christmas Eve 5pm Crib Service Botley 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass Botley 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass Durley 

Christmas Day 8am Holy Communion CW Botley 

 8am Holy Communion BCP Curdridge 

 9.30am Family Communion Botley 

 10am Family Communion Curdridge 

 10am Family Communion Durley 

Sunday 26th 10am United Said Parish Communion Curdridge 

Monday 27th 6.30pm Carol Service Botley 

Wednesday 29th 8am Holy Communion Botley 

Thursday 30th 10am Holy Communion Curdridge 



The Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust is 50 years old and 
we’re about to celebrate our gold-
en jubilee with a range of exciting 
activities over the coming year. 
From the outset, the Wildlife Trust 
has been very aware of its role in 
helping people understand the 
environment and our wildlife. We 
have understood the challenge of 
inspiring and enthusing the next 
generation in an increasingly ur-
banised world. In fact, in the very 
early days, it was recommended 
that the Trust should secure a 
series of nature reserves that 
would be used primarily for edu-
cation purposes. 
 
Having a vision is one thing, turn-
ing it into a reality is something 
very different.  
And from the first Wildlife Trust 
AGM in 1962 with some 450 
members, the reality must have 
seemed a long way off.  
 
By the Trust’s Silver Jubilee in 
1985, membership numbers had 
risen to 5,000 and the number of 
nature reserves continued to 
grow. But it was not until 1993 
that a massive step change took 
place in delivering the education 
vision, when Swanwick Lakes Na-
ture Reserve was established. At 
last, a purpose built facility set in 
80 acres, where education could 
be delivered to an audience that 
covered schools, community 
groups and the general public. 

 
Further Education Centres 
followed in 1996 at Blash-
ford Lakes and Testwood 
Lakes in 2002. It is quite 
remarkable that, from the 
early vision, many thou-
sands of people now visit 
these reserves every year to 
take part in a wide range of 
formal and informal wildlife 
education, through guided 
walks, talks, countryside 

courses and family events. With 
membership at over 28,000, the 
Trust is now fulfilling the role that 
could have only been a dream at 
the outset.   
 
Over the years, the Trust has in-
vested much time and effort in 
helping people to understand and 
enjoy their local wildlife. This in-
vestment will continue to be the 
cornerstone of the Wildlife Trust’s 
approach today and into the fu-
ture, making a real difference to 

local people and wildlife.  
 
If we are to nurture a new genera-
tion of supporters to value and 
take responsibility for our local 
wildlife and wild places, we must 
find new ways of inspiring and 
involving people.  Our education 
centres and nature reserves will 
remain a valuable asset to the 
Trust and our education work, but 
we will also need to invest in 
reaching out beyond their bound-
aries, into the local communities 
in our cities, towns and villages 
across Hampshire and the Isle of 
Wight.  
 
As a charity that relies on funding 
and support from our members, 
your help is always appreciated. 
To find out more, have a look at 
our website www.hwt.org.uk. It’s a 
great way to keep up to date with 
our latest events, news stories 
and volunteer opportunities.�. 

�!�

50 Years of Inspiring People 
By Peter Hutchings 
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Much fun was had by all in Oc-
tober with our work-in making 
Christmas wreaths.  Although all 
starting on the same theme, the 
end results were all very differ-
ent and it was good to see the 
inventiveness of our mem-
bers.  Many doors this year will 
have a new look.  November 
meeting on the 17th November 
is our A G M and we will have a 
speaker as well.  
 
Do come and join us for our 
Christmas demonstration on 
Wednesday 8th December 
7.15.p.m. at the Curdridge 
Reading Rooms, Carole Nor-
man will be with us again and 
her title is 'Christmas with Car-
ole'.  She is a very talented and 
entertaining lady and it will cer-
tainly be a very good evening. 
 
Looking forward to 2011, Janu-
ary our New Year social supper 
event, February a visit by The 
Lady Gardener so get us think-
ing about our gardens and flow-
ers for the Spring and Summer, 
March a demonstration by the 
owner of Bloomers the florist in 
Botley.  
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A good attendance at the AGM in November was fol-
lowed by an American Supper. 
Cups were presented to the winners of the Spring 
and Autumn shows. 
 
Traditions, stories and uses of trees with Jonathan 
Hunt will be on Wednesday 1st December at 7.30pm 
at the Reading Room. 
 
New members and visitors are always welcome. 
 

��	������������ ����������������

Poppy Appeal - Chapel Lane 
& Lockhams Road  
  
Many thanks to everyone 
in Chapel Lane and Lockhams 
Road who so generously donat-
ed to this year's Poppy Ap-
peal..   The total collected was a 
fantastic £187.79p.   
  
Thanks again and best wishes,  
   Anne West 

Established in 1853, Curdridge currently runs a side on Saturday 
and Sunday. Saturday is a bit more serious and next summer 
will play in league RD1 South. Sunday is a little more relaxed, 
where friendly matches are played. We also play Wednesday 
evening 20/20 matches which are intended for the casual cricket-
er who cannot spare the time for the full game at the week-
end. We have a full fixture list throughout the summer, home 
games of course are played at our delightful ground on Reading 
Room Lane.    
 
We would love to hear from anybody who is interested in playing 
either Saturday, Sunday or Wednesday. Please contact any 
member of the committee below. 
We are a very friendly club and would welcome anybody with 
even very limited experience. We have a licenced bar and the 
BBQ is in regular use. 
 
We are actually looking for a volunteer to manage the bar next 
year as our current manager is calling time after many years of 
service. If anybody is interested, again please contact a commit-
tee member below. 
  
Jon Edwards - 01329 284401 
Piers Ockenden - 01489 790494 
Simon Fleming - 01489 780335   
  

Curdridge Cricket Club ����
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 November 
I was happy to leave T&C to write 
'Garden Notes' whilst I was on holiday 
and enjoyed reading them when we 
returned.  I hope they will contribute 
more but they have little spare time.  
Just now that is spent on autumn 
clearing and some spring planting.  It 
is obvious the soil is warm as garlic 
planted in the greenhouse in individual 
modules to produce a good root base 
to over winter, produced thick healthy 
two inch roots in a few days.  Also 
some saffron crocus quickly grew 
shoots.  Even outside there are daffo-
dil shoots.  Will there be a daffodil 
blooming in Marianne Small's garden 
at Christmas as usual? 
Other members of the family are busy 
too cutting up old wood for the winter, 
pruning shredding and mowing and I 
hope enjoying the lovely autumn col-
ours.  When I look out of my window at 
lovely views at any time of the year I 
remember all those frustrating times 
when it was three steps forward and 
two back trying to change an old or-
chard into a garden.  What made cre-
ating a garden such a compelling hob-
by?  We had plenty of other interests 
and busy jobs.  Perhaps it was my 
grandparents who let me plant seeds 
and grow plants in their garden.   
When I was very young, delphinium 
flowers were fairies or bluebirds, can-
terbury bells were cups and saucers 
and antirrhinums, the dragons.  Their 
garden smelt of cloves, summer pinks, 
mignonette and jasmine and there 
were grapes and fascinating flowers of 
rose of sharon and passion fruit.  My 
late husband said it gave him plenty of 
time to think, create and observe and 
the satisfaction of seeing the results of 
his labours.  So what inspires young 
people? Certainly grandsons loved to 
come here to play among bushes and 
eat our produce.  Now they say we 
need to think about the future and hor-
ticulture is an important job.  We need 
to combine science, botany and ety-
mology plus some artistic vision, pas-
sion and practical expertise to ensure 
a healthy future.  Being able to put into 
practice what they learn enables them 
to enjoy the results of the time they 
spend experimenting, cultivating and 
finally getting the pleasure of turning 
their harvest into a range of tasty 
meals that spoil us all. Have you tast-
ed a melon-pear?  It is delicious sliced 

and wrapped in serrano ham.  It is a 
bushy plant, grown in a pot, produces 
lush dark green leaves, prolific sola-
num type flowers and then large pear 
shaped green and red striped fruit.  
The pot can be brought into the house 
and is very decorative. 
T&C have been intrigued by a large 
bird of prey in nearby field.  They think 
it is a hobby but that is rare and I won-
der if it could be a peregrine falcon 
which has similar white markings on 
the side of its head.  A friend is con-
cerned that a family of blue-tits appear 
to have growths on the side of their 
heads and wonders if this is some-
thing that happens if bird tables and 
containers are not regularly scrubbed.  
It has been suggested the tits might 
have been enjoying some food which 
has become wet and turned into a 
mealy substance which sticks to their 
heads!!  Any answers?  We haven't 
seen deer for some time since two 
drowned in a swimming pool and a 
third disappeared.  There is a squirrel 
who make a strange noise( rather like 
a quacking duck) whenever the dog is 
near its territory and bombards it with 
twigs and acorns.  Poor dog, he had to 
suffer the same fate in spring when a 
squirrel dropped green plums to keep 
him away. 
It is very wet and windy outside and 
apples and pears from the tops of 
trees litter the ground.  The quince has 
lost its leaves but still retains some 
bright yellow fruit.  John Barker reports 
98mm/ 3.15 ins rain for October and 
reckons that much fell in one day this 
week.  The pattern of heavy rain be-
fore the 12th of each month continues. 
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The Curdridge Friendship Club 
meets every other Wednesday at 
the Curdridge Reading Rooms, the 
dates are published in the Cur-
dridge parish Magazine every 
month. The Mini Bus is available to 
all if you wish to come. At one 
meeting we hold a draw, at  anoth-
er a bring and buy sale. We enjoy a 
ciup of tea and biscuits and we play 
bingo or have a beetle drive.  
 
Throughout the year we have had 
some good outings, starting off in 
May with a visit to Wimbourne Mod-
el Village. In May we had a full day 
outing to seaton and in June a 
lovely boat ride from Odiham on 
the Basingstoke Canal. In July we 
had a very interesting visit to Ca-
nine Partners at Heyshot near Mid-
hurst. This is a training centre for 
dogs for the help to deaf people. 
We had a demonstration seeing a 
puppy and a mature dog put 
through their paces. We then went 
on to Worthing. August was our 
mystery tour to Brewers Quay at 
Weymouth and Swanage. In Sep-
tember we had a lovely trip to the 
Isle of Wight. We started in Ports-
mouth, had lunch in Ventnor, 
stopped in Freshwater and came 
home on the ferry from Yarmouth 
to Lymington. We returned to 
Southampton via Beauliegh and 
the New Forest. In October we visit 
Abingdon and Millets Garden Cen-
tre and in November Poole.   
 
Other events during the year were 
afternoon tea with entertainment in 
a member’s house in Durley, and a 
Harvest Supper in the Prince of 
Wales at Shirrell Heath. For Christ-
mas we will have tea in the Read-
ing Rooms.  
 
Why not come along and join our 
club, it is open to anyone of any 
age. For further information contact 
Wendy Bignell on 01489 860263.  
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After seeking advice 
about my debt I’m con-
sidering bankruptcy, 
but I’m worried as I’ve 
been told it’s difficult 

to get a bank account after be-
ing made bankrupt.  Is this true 
and what are my options?   
 

As soon as you’re made 
bankrupt, your bank and 
building society accounts 
will be frozen.  Once your 
accounts have been frozen 
you’ll need to make other 

arrangements to pay bills and receive 
benefits or wages.  Some banks let 
you keep your account after you’ve 
gone bankrupt but most don’t.  If yours 
doesn’t, you can try to open a basic 
bank account with another bank.  Most 
banks won’t give a new account to 
people who are bankrupt but a few, 
such as Barclays and the Co-
Operative, do.  A list of which banks 
do is available from the Financial Ser-
vices Authority website:  
www.moneymadeclear.fsa.gov.uk/
pdfs/bank_accounts.pdf 
 
If you are struggling to open a basic 
bank account an alternative option 
could be a Post Office Card Account 
(Poca).  Poca’s can be used to receive 
your benefits, state pension or tax 
credits but not for wages or things like 
housing benefit.  If a Poca isn’t suita-
ble there are Prepaid cards or a Man-
aged account, but all of these have 
limitations and charge a fee so should 
only be used if all other options fail. 
 
If you are considering bankruptcy, or 
have gone bankrupt and are struggling 
to open a bank account and manage 
your financial affairs your local Citi-
zens Advice Bureau can help. 
 
For more information you can contact 
your  local CAB at Well House, 2 
Brook Street, Bishop's Waltham , 
SO32 1AX, Tel. No. (01489) 896376 
open from 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday.  We also run an advice surgery 
at Wickham  Community Centre, Mill 
Lane, Wickham on Thursdays  from 
10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m,  If this is not 
convenient, please note our Thursday 
evening appointments only session 
(from 4 to 7 p.m .) at the Bishop’s 
Waltham Bureau.  You can also e-mail 
us on bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk  
with your problem. You can also go to 
our local website 
www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk  or 
you can go to the national Citizens 
Advice website 
www.adviceguide.org.uk  

� �
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Christmas Lunch 

 
Once again the Rotary Club of 
Hamble Valley are hosting a 
Christmas lunch for senior citi-
zens in our area on 18th De-
cember 2010 at the Botley Mar-
ket Hall. 
If you know of anyone who has 
not yet received an invitation 
and would like to come along 
please telephone Elaine on 
07745 656329 and let us know. 
The lunch will be traditional 
Christmas fare but we can cater 
for special dietary requirements 
if advised in advance.   The 
Club members get together and 
prepare, cook and serve the 
meal, after which there will be 
some entertainment.  We can 
also provide transport to and 
from the event.  There is no 
charge for coming but we do 
have a maximum number of 
places so please register with 
us as early as you can. 

Father Christmas announces the route 
for his visit to Hedge End. 
 
Once again Father Christmas assisted 
by his Pixies and by members of 
Hedge End Breakfast Rotary Club will 
be visiting  Hedge End and below is the 
proposed route. These times and 
routes are provisional. If there are any 
delays due to bad weather ( e.g. rain 
melts the snow and slows down the 
sleigh) parts of the route may have to 
be postponed or even omitted.  
 
Also, Father Christmas will be outside 
the entrance to Tesco’s store at 
Burseldon  on Saturday 18th and Sun-
day 19th December. 
 
Monday 6th December - Missenden 
Acres, Locke Road,  Walker Gardens, 
Maunsell Way. 
Tuesday 7th December - Cudworth 
Mead, Giles Close, Drummond Road, 
Stirling Cres, Lomax Close. 
Wednesday 8th December - Elliot Rise, 
Beattie Rise, Billington Gardens, Wat-
kin Road, Ardingly Cres, Leatherhead 
Gardens. 
Thursday 9th December - Roads which 
may have been missed out due to de-
lays such as bad weather etc 
 
Monday 13th December - St Lawrence 
Close, Malvern Gardens, Stanier Way, 
Garratt Close, Mallard Gardens,  
Churchward,  Marsh & Bluestar Gar-
dens. 
Tuesday 14th December - Lower St 
Helens Rd, Portelet Place, Rosemary 
Gardens, Upper St Helens Rd, Nordik 
Gardens, Stockholm Drive. 
Wednesday 15th December - Granada 
Road & all roads off. 
Thursday 16th December - Roads 
which may have been missed out due 
to delays such as bad weather etc 
 
For further information please contact 
M. Andrew Kowalski 
Tel 023 8032 3668 
andrew@makdesign.wanadoo.co.uk 
 
Hedge End Breakfast Rotary Club meet at 
Botleigh Grange Hotel at 7 in the morning on 
Tuesday mornings. For further information please 
contact Andrew on the above phone number / 
email 
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Carolyn was born in 1952 in Morayshire, Scot-
land and came south to London to train as a 
Montessori teacher. She worked in London and 
Paris, teaching youngsters between ages 3 - 6 
years old. She had met Jamie for the first time in 
1972 and visited his home in Durley. They are 
third cousins. 
 
They married in Scotland in April 1981. Jamie 
was in the army and they began married life in 
Cambridgeshire, but within ten years had lived in 
Germany, India, London, Northern Ireland and 
Gibraltar! During that time they had three chil-
dren: Edward, now 28, Laura, 26, and Daisy, 25 
years old. 
 
Jamie's grandfather had moved to Durley in 1948 
and, although their home was situated in the par-
ish of Upham, they attended Holy Cross. Caroly-
n's father-in-law was a huge supporter of the 
�����������������������������
��
����������
�
the PCC, as was her mother-in-law. Their chil-
dren have all been christened there. Carolyn 
tries to go to church regularly, although because 
she is so busy, it tends to be in fits and starts.  
Carolyn is also on the PCC and is Deanery Syn-
od rep with Gill Mulley. She is on the coffee rota, 
Chair of Friends of Durley Church, a member of 
the village entertainments committee and she 

and Jamie host the Summer Fete each year. She 
is a volunteer for 'Help for Heroes', a charity set 
up 3 years ago by Bryn and Emma Parry, who 
set out to raise money for building a swimming 
pool at Headley Court, which is the military reha-
bilitation centre for wounded service people. 
Their target was £5 000 000, but to date, £70 
000 000 has been raised! For her part, Carolyn 
organizes bridge tea parties once a year and var-
ious fund raising events, including an outdoor 
acting troupe who performed 'The Three Musket-
eers'. 
 
Although she recently broke her ankle whilst 
trekking in Nepal, so unable to do very much at 
present, Carolyn likes to go cycling in her spare 
time, as well as watercolour painting. She plays 
bridge and tennis and trains her three gun dogs. 
She enjoys reading the latest bestsellers on her 
'kindle' (e-book), the most recent of which was 
'Heartstone' by C.J. Sansom, a fascinating, his-
torical read, as it is set locally, around Ports-
mouth and features HMS The Mary Rose. Car-
olyn is an enthusiastic supporter of The Mary 
Rose Trust. She also likes to listen to a wide va-
riety of classical music and 1960's pop and en-
joys going to opera. She sang in the Botley Cho-
ral Society for a short while and thoroughly en-
joys singing hymns at church.  
 
Some years ago, when their children were still 
quite young, Carolyn developed cancer and un-
derwent two years of treatment. She considers 
herself very lucky to be alive and appreciates 
how valuable life is. She feels that faith is a pri-
vate thing and believes in a greater 'Being' - but 
struggles to understand it. 
 
Whilst she is sad that the Book of Common Pray-
er is seldom used, as it contains such beautiful 
language, she is content with the Anglican 
church generally. Her own father was buried by 
the staunch, female minister of their parish 
church in Edinkillie, who was so dead against 
gambling that she wouldn't even allow tombolas! 
However, Carolyn remembers her as a wonder-
ful, inspirational priest and is more than happy to 
welcome the ordination of female clergy.  

�"�



The AGM, held in October, was a very special one – it was 
the last time an annual meeting would be held in the au-
tumn.  In Hampshire every WI is to move its AGM to the 
month of May.  Consequently the committee elected at 
October ’10  Annual General Meeting is to serve for 18 
months.  The President, Andrea Champion, presided over 
the proceedings.  She was re-elected, together with Wen-
dy Bassom, Celia Bendall, Elaine Considine, Marianne 
Dickson, Clare Harding, Jean Huggett, Maureen Hunt, 
Jean Travers, Patricia Tree and Joan Williams.  Reports 
gave full details of all the activities in which the members 
had taken part during the past year.  Myra Waterman won 
the Flower of the Month Cup and Clare Harding won the 
Competitions Cup.. 
 
The speaker was Ian Harding of the Jubilee Sailing Trust 
who gave us an insight to the work of this charity.  The Tall 
Ships that are used – the Lord Nelson and the Tenacious 
(built in Southampton) – aim to carry one able bodied pas-
senger for each disabled person on board so that a ‘buddy 
system’ can operate.  The daily routine of life on board – 
including ‘being on watch’ – was explained to us.  The mix 
of people of different abilities and ages ensures that a lot 
of fun is generated on every voyage.  The only unpredicta-
ble element is the weather! 
 
Fourteen members had attended the Autumn County 

Council meeting held at Basingstoke.  Jonathan Willcocks 
and Eve Pollard were the guest speakers. Members were 
warned of the financial problems which lie ahead, with vir-
tually no interest being received on deposited money.  One 
thing is certain – there will be no bursaries awarded next 
	����� ������� ������ �
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�������� ��� �
� 
���� �
� ���� ��
���
thanks to the generous efforts of WI Husbands the lounge 
has had some window bench-seating installed and com-
mittee members have made new covers for chairs.  An up-
date for the kitchen is the next project. 
 
The Sports, Leisure & Wellbeing committee announced 
that Botley’s entry for the Triathalon competition is to rep-
resent Hampshire in the next round of this national compe-
tition.  It was recognised that everyone in our WI had taken 
part.  Each of our 67 members had done something -had 
either walked, cycled or swum. Those with limited physical 
ability had walked up and down in the Market Hall car park 
– it was the’ taking part’ that mattered!   
 
���� ���������� 
����������� ����� ���
� ��� ���
� ���� ��� ������
joining the Waltham Group Carol Service, to be held in 
Wickham this year, at the beginning of the month.  
 
The next meeting to be held in the Market Hall will be on 
Thursday, 16th December, at 7.00pm for 7.30pm when Mrs 
K Minchin will speak on “Six Geese a What”? 
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MEETING 

Exploring Remembrance by Julia Hayes and Sandie Schulkins 
 
Julia and Sandie had brought along hazel twigs to make a 
memory tree for each of the three churches. Although the leaves 
had fallen from the branches there were visible signs of small 
catkins, new growth representing hope and rebirth. 
Three large black pots were then painted and decorated to hold 
the twigs and small branches. Great fun was had with masking 
tape and emulsion paint. Whilst some members painted the pots 
others were making large paper poppies on which to record 
memories. The memories were not only sad remembrances but 
joyful occasions too such as a wedding or the birth of a child. 
Tea and biscuits provided by Jean were enjoyed whilst the paint 
dried. Then the branches were fixed together with string and 
held in the pots by stones and polyfilla. 
Sandie and Julia were thanked for helping the members to be 
creative. They were each given a card bearing the image of a  
poppy and the poem, In Flanders field. 
 
That morning Flutterbies were also creative in making a lovely 
card with a patchwork theme to send love, prayers and a speedy 
recovery to Ruth Schofield from both mums and toddlers and the 
Mothers Union. 
 
Look out for the memory trees and add your poppy remem-
brance to the branch. 
     Catherine Tribble 

 
A charity tea party, organised by Hamble 
Valley Inner Wheel Club at Botley Market 
Hall in November raised over £700 for 
Help for Heroes and also the Osteoporo-
sis Society. 
 
Jane Horn, a H4H volunteer, presented a 
DVD to an audience of  Inner Wheel 
members and friends.  She spoke about 
the first project to build a swimming pool 
and rehabilitation centre at Headley Court 
to help badly injured soldiers from Iraq 
and now Afghanistan. 
 
She was thanked by Inner Wheel Presi-
dent Liz Bandey who also presented Jane 
with a cheque and a promise of “more to 
come in the near future.” 

INNER WHEEL TEA PARTY  
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Santa’s itinerary  

Although we all know that Father 
Christmas visits every child on 
Christmas Eve, he does some quick 

practice runs throughout the Meon Valley in De-
cember, just to make sure that all the boys and 
girls have been good.  He’ll be in your area on 
the following December nights between about 
6.15pm and 8pm, so listen for the carols and 
look out for his brightly lit sleigh! The Saturday 
dates are morning appearances. 
Date   Location 

Sat 11  Wickham Square (am) 

Sat 18  B. Waltham High street (am) 

Mon 20 Curdridge 

Once again Lions will be collecting for our chari-
ties as we accompany Father Christmas around 
the towns and villages, looking to equal our 
2009 total of £4,152. This year we have decided 
to allocate the Christmas collections to a num-
ber of specific charities including Young Carers, 
Homestart, Citizens’ Advice Bureau and Meon 
Valley Young Carers – so you know exactly 
where your donations are going. Please give 
whatever you can to help us. 
200 Club 

Another way of helping our good causes is by 
getting involved with our Supporters Club 200 

Club. At a cost of just £1 per month you contrib-
ute to the 200 Club with the chance of winning a 
cash prize of up to £70 each month, plus £400 
in the annual super-June draw. The maximum 
number of members is 200 (the clue’s all in the 
name) so the odds of winning are so much bet-
ter then the National Lottery and you get the sat-
isfaction of knowing it’s also helping good caus-
es. This month the previous proceeds of the 200 
club realised £1,000, which was donated to the 
Meon Valley Lions charitable causes. To find out 
more, visit our website 
(www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk) or register by 
simply contacting Jon Ormiston 01489 893899. 
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Having spent many years researching and writing a 
brief history of the River Hamble, it was difficult not to 
become attached to some of the historical characters 
associated with it.  They included the radical politi-
cian, William Cobbett, of course, who has left detailed 
descriptions of the ‘clay and coppice’ landscape of 
the valley he so much admired, George Parsons, the 
doyen of the shipbuilders on the river, and Hugh 
Jenkyns, the local landowner who at the beginning of 
the last century was instrumental in getting the upper 
reaches of the Hamble river protected from adverse 
development. 
 
There are numerous oil paintings and other represen-
tations of Cobbett, a figure of national importance, but 
I also wanted if possible to reproduce portraits of 
George Parsons and Hugh Jenkyns in my book.  The 
appearance of Parsons is probably lost to history, but 
I was sure that there must be a painting or photo-
graph of Hugh Jenkyns in existence.  However, my 
enquiries of likely sources drew a blank.  It was only 
after publication I learned that, by one of those 
strange coincidences, a near neighbour of my par-
ents was related to the Jenkyns family, and there was 
indeed a portrait in existence.  Through his family 
contacts, I was supplied with a copy of the fine por-
trait of Hugh Jenkyns by Sydney W. White that is re-
produced here. 
 
The ‘surfacing’, so to speak, of Jenkyns’ portrait at 
this time seems very apposite.  The valley of the 
Hamble valley has for some time now been shad-
owed by development on a scale that Jenkyns would 
have had difficulty in comprehending.  With the Gov-
ernment’s revocation of the South East Plan, the 
Hedge End Special Development Area (SDA) that 
threatened the non-tidal river above Botley as well as 
its Ford Lake tributary has been abandoned.  Win-
chester District Council’s Core Strategy Preferred Op-
tion for North Whiteley would have destroyed the 
‘lost’, in the sense of its feeling of comparative re-
moteness, countryside to the east of A3051 – Barn 
and Ridge Farms – virtually enveloped the hamlet of 
Curbridge and taken the development beyond the 
Hamble’s Curbridge Creek tributary, and on to some 
of the fields that Cobbett once owned.  That too is 
now on hold thankfully, as the District Council, freed 
from the constraints of the target-driven South East 
Plan, reviews housing needs in the district.  However, 
it would be complacent to think that the Hamble valley 
will not in future be subjected to further development. 
 
The proposed North Whiteley development would 
have come very close to the part of the river that 
Jenkyns fought so hard to preserve in the 1920s.  
Confronted by the break-up of the Fairthorne Estate 

in the period following the First World War – a time 
when as a result of high taxation many landowners 
were forced to sell their land – and the possibility that 
parts at least of the estate would be sold for develop-
ment, he orchestrated a campaign that led to the ac-
quisition of a long strip of riverside land at Curbridge 
by the nascent National Trust, and the protection of 
other land by landowners’ covenants.  It was not an 
easy task: funds had to be raised locally and a vola-
tile seller had to be negotiated with.  However, the 
purchase of the land was eventually completed in 
1929.  
 
Hugh Hobhouse Jenkyns was born in 1879, the scion 
of a family of distinguished lawyers and churchmen.  
Educated at Winchester College, he served for twenty 
five years in the Indian Civil Service and was married 
to Violet Winifred Austen-Leigh, a great-great niece of 
Jane Austen.  It was a seemingly conventional career 
path for some born into the gentry in the late nine-
teenth century, but his life was not untouched by trag-
edy: his daughter, Priscilla, died from pneumonia, 
while away at boarding school, and he himself was 
killed in a shooting accident on his estate at Botley in 
1947. 
 
As part of the acquisition, Jenkyns acquired and gave 
to the National Trust the two areas of woodland – 
Harmsworth Row and Eyersdown Coppice - that now 
form part of the Trust’s holding in memory of his 
daughter, but his involvement in the acquisition of the 
riverside land was about much more than just the 
commemorating a lost child.  It is clear from the heart-
felt letters that Jenkyns wrote to the National Trust 
both before and after the First World War, and which 
are preserved in its archive, that he loved the Ham-
ble.  In a letter of 1911 he wrote of, “a river almost 
unique in character & every year frequented by an 
increasing number of lovers of beautiful scenery...”. 
 
It is now nearly a hundred years since Hugh Jenkyns 
wrote those words.  And at a time when planners and 
politicians seem more concerned with drawing devel-
opment lines on maps than recognising the special-
ness of individual landscapes, we more than ever 
need people like him to champion the valley, the 
river’s hinterland as much as the river itself.  
 
      David Chun 
   
(David Chun’s book, The River Hamble: A History is 
available in many local bookshops, or by visiting 
phillimore.co.uk) 

HUGH JENKYNS – A FRIEND TO THE RIVER HAMBLE 
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Tel: 07722 787338 
Email: curdridgeshow@btinternet.com 
Web: www.curdridgeshow.co.uk 

 Post:   Curdridge Country Show 
PO Box 368, Southampton 

SO18 3WH 

The Curdridge Country Show 2010  

2010 has been a very successful year for the 
Curdridge Show in many ways.  We made a lot 
of money which can be used to improve and re-
pair the Reading Rooms and along the way we 
had some great fun.  Putting on the Show takes 
a lot of time and effort and I am immensely grate-
ful for all the work put in by all the lovely volun-
teers who make it possible. 
 
The Show would not be a success without all our 
visitors either so do let us know if there is any-
thing you would like to see at the Show next 
year.  We will start the planning meetings in Jan-
uary as usual. 

 
We are still looking for a Show Treasurer so if 
you could possibly help in this capacity please let 
us know, I am happy to explain what is involved 
without obligation.   
 
We would like to wish everyone a happy festive 
season.    
 
Next year the 55th Annual Curdridge Country 
Show will be on 16th July 2011. 
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As you probably know, The Reading Rooms are 
run as a charity for the benefit of the local 
community.  Like all other charities the overall 
responsibility for the running of the Reading 
Rooms lies with the Trustees.  The Reading 
Room Trustees are usually referred to as 
Managers and come from the groups and clubs 
that regularly use the facilities, together with 
other local representatives such as members of 
the Parish Council, School, Church, Cricket 
Club, Scout and Guide HQ, and the Parish 
Meeting.  Although these groups all contribute, 
the Reading Rooms Charity is a completely 
independent organisation, and as such is 
dependant primarily on volunteers to run the 
affairs of the Charity. 
 
Responsibility for day to day issues is delegated 
to a smaller group of volunteers drawn from the 
Managers, these are called the Officers and 
they run the regular affairs of the Charity 
supported by the employees, who are the 
Caretaker, Administrator and Cleaner.  Due to a 
number of the Officers coming to the end of 
their tenure, this small group has recently 
reduced in size, and because of this we are 
looking for additional volunteers to help at a 
number of levels.  We need more people to help 
with specific tasks, to get involved in longer term 
projects at the Reading Rooms and ideally 
people who are willing to take on some of the 
vacant Officers’ roles. 
 
The Reading Rooms are an important and 
historical local resource, and this is an exciting 
time to be involved.  We have very secure 
finances thanks to the excellent job that the 

show committee do each year.  We are 
currently looking to expand the facilities 
and carry out extensive refurbishments.  
We wish to build on the good local support 
the Charity has enjoyed over the years.  
This can only happen if we have willing 
and able volunteers to carry out the 
various tasks needed to keep everything 
running. 
 
So if you have a few minutes to spare 
each week, or maybe recently retired and 
looking to get involved in a project and put 
something back into the local community, 
then we have a place for you. 
If you can help with this important work, 
please would you call the Caretaker on 
07704 208703 or email 
curdridgereadingroom@googlemail.com in 
the first instance and someone will contact 
you��
�
The telephone number featured in the Parish Council’s article in 
the November Parish News was incorrect. We apologise for any 
inconvenience caused. 

 
The Reading Rooms 

Parish Council Meeting Dates 

Full Parish Meetings                                                                 Planning Committee Meetings 

��������	
�	�
�
��
�	��
�																										 																								��������	�	�
�
��
�	��
�	

��������	��	�������	��

																											 																											��������	�	�
������	��

 	

��������	
�	�����	��

																													 																										��������	�	�����	��

	

���	�

�����	��
	�
��	��	��
	�
�����	����� 	�
����� 	�����	!��
	���	����
��
	��	�"�	



��DA9E,	��
�

9��3
��������� �
 
 

Learn to drive in an enjoyable relaxed  
environment, with a young friendly         
instructor. 
Lessons available for all abilities from   
beginners to full licence holders. 
Individual or courses of lessons available. 
For more information or to book your first 
lesson contact: 
 

 Nicki Gamblin 
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BLOOMERS 
Flowers of Botley 

 

8 High Street, Botley, Southampton, Hampshire 
 
 

Stylish and affordable flowers for all occasions 
 

Bouquets to order or while you wait 
 

Complete wedding flower service available 
 

Arrangements 
 

Sympathy flowers and Personalised Tributes 
 

Free local delivery 
 
01489 782686 
 

enquiries@bloomersbotley.co.uk 
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� TEL: 01489 564 330 
 MOB: 07962 983 556 
 
 

A fully qualified electrician for 
householders and businesses  

in the Hampshire area. 
 
 

�  Rewires, extensions 

�  Emergency work 

�  Safety inspections 

�  Heating and ventilation 

�  Maintenance contracts 

�  Fault detection 

�  Telephones and aerials  

�  Extra sockets and lights 

�  Smoke and detection alarms 
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STRETCH  
WITH  

SANDRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A gentle exercise class  
including 

CHI KUNG, PILATES, 
YOGA 

AND RELAXATION 
suitable for over 50s 

 

Every Monday 2 – 3 pm 
at the 

BOTLEY MARKET HALL 
 

TEL: 02380 476334 
for more information 
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