County Councillor Report for Parishes in November 2011
4x4 drivers wanted: instead of HCC purchasing lots of 4x4 cars which aren’t needed in the rest of the year, HCC is asking all confident 4x4 owners if they could help get nurses, police and emergency staff,  teachers, social and care workers  etc to work on snowy days. If you think you could help, please contact hq.volunteers@hampshire.nn.police.uk. Thank you
Grit Bins should all be in place: please pass further requests direct to Gina Chandler: gina.chandler@hants.gov.uk with a copy to me.
Disabled badge holders are often saying the badges are handed out to the wrong people- what do you think? Please go to the www.hants.gov.uk website to respond to the national consultation (deadline beginning of December) to respond to the Government’s proposals to 

· Manage the process centrally (currently at county level)

· Charge £10

· Seek independent ability tests to ensure applicants are really disabled

Personally, I think this consultation is a waste of money at this time- but would be happy to be persuaded otherwise!
The Olympics are coming in 2012- there will be a dedicated website for Hampshire’s special events, including dressing the cathedral outer close to watch events live there. It is estimated that approx. £50million of business has come to Hampshire, and details of the cities through which the torch will be run will be revealed on 7th November. ‘Dressing your event’ packs will be available via LOCOG.

Children’s Centres : FYI: Organisations are currently retendering to manage the contracts, not just as single Children’s Centres but as a cluster: for Winchester area, including Alresford, these will be in the Winchester cluster, but Wonston and Micheldever will be included in new clusters, attached to Overton and Basingstoke. Currently these areas are served by Reign and Shine in Kings Worthy. The new arrangements will start in April 2012

Under £30K schemes: I have been asked to produce a list of under £30K simple road/footway schemes for consideration in the 2012-13 plan for Highways. Generally these are schemes where developer funding is not available, but it’s worth checking if you have a request!

Please give me your particular requests before the 15th November. Thank you

Transport Self Help Tool Kit: If your Parish has a request for a new service, The County Council may be able to provide some start -up funding. Contact me or come to the Transport Forum at the County Council Offices (main entrance in Sussex Street) at 10am on Wednesday the 9th November to hear more.

New format to reach all Parishes: I am trying a new format sending out general points early: your local news will be sent separately  this month.

What do you think? I will be interested to hear your views.

Cllr Jackie Porter, The Down House, Itchen Abbas, Winchester SO21 1AX            Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk

